
Minutes

October 30, 2007


The regular Board of Commissioners Meeting of Public Utility District No. 1 of Mason County was called to order at 3:00 p.m. on October 30, 2007 at the District Office Board Room in Potlatch.

	Present
Karl Denison – President

Jack Janda – Vice-President
Ron Gold – Secretary

Steve Taylor – General Manager

Rob Johnson – District Counsel

Tracy Colard – Director of Operations

Julie Gray – Credit and Collections

	Visitors
David Galle, customer
Constance Ibsen, customer


Minutes  
It was moved by Vice-President Jack Janda, seconded by Secretary Ron Gold and made unanimous by President Karl Denison to approve the Minutes of the October 2,  2007 Board Meeting and the October 2, 2007 Canal Mutual Water System Public Hearing.    Motion Carries.

Visitor(s)

· Constance Ibsen, a member of the WRIA 16 Planning Unit attended to make a public comment regarding the planning document signed by all parties relating to the Webb Hill Bio solids Recycling site, monitoring efforts and results
· The results show that the ground water is moving southeast and not toward the river or the canal in the initial phase of the project.  However, there are some elevated nitrate levels

· The recommendation of the WRIA 16 Technical Committee is to drill an additional well 

· The Department of Ecology has visited the site and the operator has changed some of his application of the bio solids to the site
· Constance noted that November 1st at 4:30 there will be a workshop at Harmony Hill in the Great Hall.  At 5:30 there will be a presentation with attendees from USGS and EPA.  Constance recommended that it would be advantages for the Board to attend and answer questions relating to water quality of water systems owned by the District
· Constance made note that she has had District water customers approach her stating that they have health concerns regarding water provided by systems in the vicinity of the Webb Hill site.   She feels that the PUD’s presence at the meeting would be an opportunity for the District to answer questions regarding the issue of water quality and educate the public on water monitoring methods
· Ron noted that staff and board members will attend the meeting and provide information on the location and names of water systems owned by the PUD.  Monitoring methods will be discussed along with conservation methods
General Fund Warrants     


95422-95566
$372,929.26


Voided- 95355
5,715.41


              95373
470.00

DISCUSSION 
Revised RUS 219’s 
· The PUD previously submitted 219’s for the commission signature.  Subsequently, we discovered errors on minor work orders that we had to correct.  After the PUD made the corrections we are requesting that the President re-sign the 219’s for submittal to RUS.  The PUD will not borrow the funds at this time.
Motion:
It was moved by Vice-President Jack Janda, seconded by Secretary Ron Gold and made unanimous by President Karl Denison to approve the revised RUS 219’s in the amount of $227,671.10.  Motion Carries
Discuss Skagit County PUD’s position on the Implementation of Fluoridation of Public Drinking Water Supply and a proposed revision to RCW 54
· Skagit PUD brought to the WPUDA water group a discussion about their position on fluoridation 
· Language being proposed has been moved to the legislative committee within WPUDA and asked managers attending the meeting to vote on it
· The legislation would grant PUD’s the discretion to fluoridate their water supplies rather than be mandated by other agencies
· Skagit County is requiring that Skagit PUD fluoridate their water supply by January 1, 2008
· Steve abstained from the vote pending discussion with the board regarding the position they would want to take on the issue
· The board noted that if the manager took a position on an issue such as this, with timing a factor, it would be an acceptable practice 
· The board agreed that the legislation would be supported by Mason PUD 1
Write offs of Closed Delinquent Accounts
· Julie presented the write offs in the amount of $1,558.57
· Letters will be written to the closed account customers by the collection agency giving the customers 30 days to respond prior to further collection efforts and posting the amounts on the customers credit report 
· Annual write-offs are below standards at less than one-half of one percent of total accounts receivable
· The board commended Julie Gray for the work she has accomplished in credit and collections
Motion:

It was moved by Vice-President Jack Janda, seconded by Secretary Ron Gold and made unanimous by President Karl Denison to approve the write offs in the amount of $1,558.57.  Motion Carries
Tri-Party Fiscal Agent

· Mason County is requesting that the Skokomish Tribe act as the fiscal agent within the Tri-Party to handle all funding for the project sewer projects
· Mason County and the PUD would need to add staff in order to act as the fiscal agent
· Tracy presented a list of concerns from EPA, relating to the project
· The existing MOU between the county, the tribe, and the PUD requires a TriParty Program Master Strategy program which was presented in draft form for review and includes the requirement of one entity acting as the fiscal agent
· The county is recommending that the draft TriParty Program Master Strategy (outline) be approved to move forward to allow for the procurement of additional grant funding and at a later date review and sign the final document
· The board raised concerns relating to costs per customer on the proposed systems
· There are also concerns about the type and size of systems that are included in the proposals
· The PUD has not committed to operate the systems.  The PUD’s involvement depends on the final cost to the customer
· The board recommends that representatives from the County, and the Tribe attend a board meeting to discuss issues and answer questions
Governance Document
· The Governance Document will be discussed at the meeting in November

PROJECTS IN PROGRESS

· Ron and Tracy will attend the presentation at the Harmony House relating to the Webb Hill project
· Tracy will provide information on conservation rebates offered by the District along with water monitoring information
· Jack, Karl, and Steve attended the Energy Northwest Members Forum where conservation was emphasized
· Conservation will be a topic at the workshop in November
· Dan Bowers from RUS met with Steve today to discuss updates and changes that have been made in the last six months
· The District experiences approximately 8 % line loss
· Improvements and changes are continuing to be made and are included in future work plans to be able to serve additional loads
· The City of Tacoma called Tracy to discuss the Tribal Flats Transmission Line issue and funding options
· A meeting with Gary and Doug Reed is scheduled for tomorrow at 9:00 am to discuss the Lilliwaup Falls Hydro project
· The Canal Mutual Intertie is complete and water pressures are acceptable
· The hydro geologist will be on site Monday for about four days, and Arcadia will be doing a pump test
· PPC has formulated a negotiating team to work with the IOU’s on the Residential Exchange and have made substantial head way towards an agreement between the two parties and plan to meet again
· The WPUDA sent a letter to BPA requesting BPA use the figures from 2001 which was 48 million dollars representing back payment for overpayments from the Public Utilities
· Jack will be working with Dan Peterson to change how committees operate within the Association 
· Safety meeting minutes will be included in the commissioners meeting packets in the future
· John Kounts is proposing legislation for utilities to retain lien authority
· Discussion about legislation relating to cities requesting PUDs to disconnect water service where the water service coincides with city sewer delinquent accounts 
· A board meeting was scheduled for November 13th at 3:00 pm cancelling the November 20th meeting. The document will be reviewed at the Workshop on November 27th at 10:00 am followed by a regular board meeting at 3:00 pm.

· The Manager’s review will also be completed during the workshop

· The State Exit Audit was scheduled for November 6th.  Ron will attend.

· The December meetings are scheduled for the 4th and 18th  
ACTIVITY REPORTS

· Tracy reported that there will be a CPR, AED, etc. training session scheduled and the commissioners expressed interest in participating
Meeting adjourned at 5:20 pm

__________________________


Karl Denison - President


__________________________


Jack Janda - Vice President







__________________________







Ron Gold –Secretary
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