Mason County PUD 1

Board of Commissioners Meeting
September 28, 2010



The regular Board of Commissioners Meeting of Public Utility District No. 1 of Mason County was called to order at 1:00 p.m. on September 28, 2010 at the District Office Board Room in Potlatch.

	Present
Karl Denison – President

Ron Gold – Vice-President

Jack Janda – Secretary

Steve Taylor – General Manager

Rob Johnson – District Counsel

Greg Kester - Auditor/Director of Finance/Customer Service
Tracy Colard – Director of Operations-Electric

Jocelyne Gray- Director of Operations-Water
Debbie Knipschield-Executive Assistant/Human Resources/ Communications

	Visitors
Mike Fredson, Customer
Dave Bergdolt, Brown and Caldwell

Steffran Neff, Brown and Caldwell

Marjorie and Russ Bleight Tillicum Beach

Larry Knutsen, Tillicum Beach


Consent Agenda 
It was moved by Secretary Jack Janda, seconded by Vice-President Ron Gold and made unanimous by President Karl Denison to approve the consent agenda. By adopting the consent agenda, the following items were approved:
Minutes of the September 14, 2010 board meeting

Voucher Numbers, 101438-101513 in the amount of $1,309,082.55

Voided warrant number, 101403 in the amount of $225.00

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
· Dave Bergdolt and Steffran Neff from Brown and Caldwell discussed the Tri Party Business Case Evaluation process
· The discussions included; Interlocal agreements sharing operations, maintenance, and equipment during emergency situations, etc.

· Brown and Caldwell will provide cost level estimates for O&M for the November 15th meeting based on each entity’s interest in providing O&M services
· The board reiterated their concerns about high costs and customer rates and the District’s customer’s approval with the District’s involvement in the projects
· Tillicum Beach citizens expressed concerns about the lack of communication to the public on the issues regarding the projects.  They are concerned about the basis for projected rates to be charged for sewer service.
BUSINESS AGENDA

· The WPUDA reorganization includes committee organization, roles, and procedures
· Mason PUD 1 WPUDA committee members are as follows:

Commissioners Education and Roundtable: Karl Denison, Jack Janda as alternate
Strategic Planning: Karl Denison
Finance and Audit: Greg Kester
Executive Committee: Karl Denison
Manager’s: Steve Taylor
Energy: Jack Janda
Water: Jocelyne Gray
Government Relations: Karl Denison if only one vote per utility is allowed; Jack Janda if 
one is allowed from the  
Executive Committee and one from the 
PUD 
Communications: Debbie Knipschield
· The electrical revenue was $4,123,735 and cost of electrical service was $3,637,252.  The water service revenue was $753,821 a gain of $8,299 from a year ago.  The cost of water service was $579,665, an increase of $17,383 from a year ago.
· Work Order Inventory in the amount of $80,474.41 was presented for approval
Motion:


It was moved by Vice-President Ron Gold, seconded by Secretary Jack Janda, 
and made unanimous by President Karl Denison to approve Work Orders in the 
amount of $80,474.41 and authorize President Karl Denison to sign RUS form 

219.  Motion Carries

· The policy committee presented the Net Metering and State Incentive Program documents for the board’s review and approval
Motion:


It was moved by Vice-President Ron Gold, seconded by Secretary Jack Janda, 
and made unanimous by President Karl Denison to approve the Net Metering 
and State Incentive Program documents.  Motion Carries
· The policy committee presented an amended Policy & Procedures for Release of Information and/or Records to the Public

· Social media and retention requirements were discussed.  Rob and Debbie will be attending a seminar in October relating to this issue
· Minor amendments to the existing policy include reference to RCW’s and the Records Request Officer

Motion:


It was moved by Secretary Jack Janda, seconded by Vice-President Ron Gold 
and made unanimous by President Karl Denison to approve the amended Policy 
& Procedures for Release of Information and/or Records to the Public. Motion 
Carries
· A Public Hearing for the Hood Canal “A” & “B” Water Systems Water System Plan is scheduled for October 12, 2010 prior to the Regular Board meeting.
· The Meeting with the Tri-Party Governance Board is confirmed for Monday, November 15th at 8:30 a.m. at the County Commissioner Chambers
COORESPONDENCE
· A letter was received from a customer regarding concerns with a duct inspection company employee
· The District does not contract with the company, the company contracts through Bonneville for the program. The issue has been rectified 
· A letter was received from a customer commending three district employees for their efforts during an outage
· The board expressed their appreciation to the employees and commended them for their exemplary customer service
STAFF REPORTS
· Tracy Colard, Director of Electric Operations reported on the Manzanita conduit project progress; overhead to underground conversions in the Alderbrook area; regulator racks in the Colony Surf area; Lilliwaup overhead to underground conversion; and the transmission pole project progress
· There will be a scheduled outage on Wednesday, September 28th for approximately 6 hrs from 11:03 pm to 6:00 am in the Union area to make improvements to the electric system.  The outage will also affect the District owned water systems in the area.  Water department personnel will be working during the outage as well
· The board commended Tracy for the long hours he has worked during the Tidal Flats project
· The Highland Park Water System is being chlorinated 
· The Alderbrook Water System Plan is being sent to the Department of Health this week
· The year end State audit report is complete and has been distributed
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
· Steve Taylor, General Manager reported on the new OSHA regulation relating to crane certification requirements
· NWPPA will be contacted regarding the issue of training for the certification
BOARD REPORTS/ COMMENTS
· Commissioner Janda attended the Energy Northwest Board meeting
· Discussions included the Radar Ridge Wind Project, changes to the CEO’s contract, and giving spending authorization at 2.5 million 

· The Columbia Generating Plant has been operating for 300 plus days without interruption

· Public Power Week is October 3-9 which has been advertised in the fall newsletter

· Commissioner Gold attended the state audit 
· There were no findings 
· The auditor discussed the staffs cooperation during the audit and Commissioner Gold commended Greg Kester, Director of Finance 

· The next newsletter will include an article about the audit, and the helicopter stringing line on the transmission project 

· The WRIA 16 Planning unit is looking for volunteers for the well monitoring project

· Grants for projects may not be available

· Commissioner Gold discussed an article written by Phil Wiatrak, and water management vs. instream flows

· Commissioner Karl Denison attended the WPUDA meeting 

· The new by-laws and 2011 budget were approved

· Kyrk Taylor, Manager Steve Taylor’s son was named for the Wakely Scholarship offered through the WPUDA 
CALENDAR REVIEW
a) September 30: WRIA 16 Planning Unit Meeting

b) September 29-Oct. 1: WPUDA Annual Water Workshop, Bremerton

c) Northwest Wage & Hour Annual Meeting, Cannon Beach, Oregon

d) October 6: PPC Member Forum, Portland

e) October 6: WPAG at 11:30am

f) October 7: PPC Executive Committee Meeting, Portland

g) October 7: WRIA 16 Planning Unit Meeting

h) October 12: PUD Board Meeting, and Public Hearing for Hood Canal “A” & “B”
i) October 14: WPUDA Committee Meetings, Olympia

j) October 15: WPUDA Board of Directors Meeting, Olympia 

k) October 21: WRIA 16 Planning Unit Meeting
l) October 26: PUD Board Meeting
Meeting Adjourned at 4:15pm

__________________________


Karl Denison - President


__________________________


Ron Gold - Vice President







__________________________







Jack Janda –Secretary
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