Mason County PUD 1

Board of Commissioners Meeting
February 23, 2010



The regular Board of Commissioners Meeting of Public Utility District No. 1 of Mason County was called to order at 1:00 p.m. on February 23, 2010 at the District Office Board Room in Potlatch.

	Present
Ron Gold – Vice-President

Jack Janda – Secretary

Steve Taylor – General Manager

Rob Johnson – District Counsel

Tracy Colard – Director of Operations-Electric

Jocelyne Gray- Director of Operations-Water
Debbie Knipschield-Executive Assistant/Human Resources/ Communications
President Karl Denison was absent due to his attendance at meetings in Washington DC
Director of Finance, Greg Kester was absent due to his attendance at training
	Visitors
Dave Galle, customer
Gary Carlburg, customer


Consent Agenda 
It was moved by Secretary Jack Janda, seconded and made unanimous by Vice-President Ron Gold to approve the consent agenda.  By adopting the consent agenda, the following items were approved:
Minutes of the February 9, 2010 Board Meeting
Voucher No.’s 100263-100326 in the amount of $402,671.70

BUSINESS AGENDA

· On February 11, 2010 the District met with the union regarding Meter Reader language and wages is the existing contract  
· Following discussion it was proposed that Meter Reader 1 wages would be re-introduced into the contract by a Letter of Understanding with IBEW Local No. 77

Motion:

It was moved by Secretary Jack Janda, seconded and made unanimous by President Ron Gold to authorize the General Manger to sign the Letter of Understanding with IBEW Local No. 77.  Motion Carries


· General Manger Steven Taylor presented an update on the status of the Tri-Party as of 2-19-10.  

· It was noted that unless 100% financing could be achieved the PUD would not be willing to move forward on the projects

· Tracy Colard, Director of Operations-Electric presented bid results for materials for the tidal crossing project totaling a cost of $111,159.84

·  Prior to the re-design the cost estimate was $450,000
Motion:
It was moved by Secretary Jack Janda, seconded and made unanimous by President Ron Gold to award the bids for the Tidal Crossing as presented in the amount of $111,159.84. Motion Carries 
· The district voted to accept the lowest conforming bids.  Where the lowest bid was not selected it was because the material did not meet the District’s specifications. 
· Advertising is scheduled for this week with language that contractors must attend the pre-construction meeting on May 5th 
· The bid award is scheduled for the April 13th board meeting

· There is a contingency plan if the Conservation District does not build a bridge in the area.  A barge would be allowed to transport with restrictions

· The March 23rd board meeting is rescheduled for March 30th  

STAFF REPORTS
· Director of Operations-Electric, Tracy Colard reported that there was an accident about two weeks ago involving an employee slipping while exiting a truck and injuring his knee

· There were discussions and training at the following safety committee meeting

· The board expressed their concerns and recommended a three point method to help prevent further incidents 
· The RUS Field Engineer is scheduled for the three year inspection this week
· He is pleased with the progress made from three years ago
· Jocelyne Gray, Director of Operations-Water reported that the Madrona Beach meters are installed 
· The valve was turned off on the service lines where leaks were detected until the customer returns
· Construction on the reservoir is scheduled for March 22nd, weather dependent and hoping for completion in late April
· The Agate Beach Water System has been reclassified as a Group A Community System
· Gray and Osborne will be starting on the Water System Plan for Alderbrook
· Working on three Sanitary Surveys for next week
· Sanitary Surveys are required every five years for all Group A systems
· The Ridge at Hoodsport is no longer in progress
· Staff is investigating projects to utilize $100,000 left in the Hoodsport funds
· A Grant in the amount of $ 229,396 left over can only be utilized with 55% matching funds
· The newsletter will go out with the March billings
· Debbie is working on the Emergency Response Plan
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
· General Manager, Steven Taylor gave a presentation on the electric rate increase at the Lion Club meeting
· The hydrant issue will be discussed at the next Policy Committee meeting scheduled for March 1st
LEGAL

· District Council, Rob Johnson reported that the Department of Ecology has denied the Squaxin Island Tribe’s petition on the water rights issue in the Johns Prairie Watershed
· The City of Shelton’s water line extension to the area has assisted in addressing concerns 

· The PUD is required to adopt a Carbon Reduction Plan.  This will be addressed at the next Policy Committee meeting scheduled for March 1st
BOARD REPORTS/ COMMENTS
· Commissioner Janda has been attending the Port of Hoodsport EAB meetings and the Board meetings
· Gary Carlburg suggested that the PUD continue to attend meetings where agenda items are of interest to the PUD
· There will be no EAB meeting this week.  They are normally held on the second Wednesday of the month prior to the board meetings
· WRIA 16 Planning unit are now meeting once each month on the first Thursday of the Month
· Commissioner Ron Gold discussed ADAGE, a multinational corporation that is a consortium of Areva and Duke Energy who has selected Mason County for a renewable energy production facility proposed to be sited at the John’s Prairie Industrial Area
CALENDAR REVIEW
March 1: Policy Committee Meeting

March 1: USFS meeting at the Skokomish Grange at 6:30 pm (discuss wood debris issue)
March 2: WUE Public Hearing @ Hood Canal School

March 3: BPA @ Portland

March 3-4: PPC 

March 4-5: WPUDA - Canceled

March 19: WPAG @ LaQuinta Inn 

March 23: PUD Board Meeting is re-scheduled for March 30th 

GOOD OF THE ORDER

· Jocelyne Gray, Director of Operations-Water is working on the District’s water connection to the Ten Four Water System
· Manager Steven Taylor is working with the Architect on the five year forecast for District facilities which will include a pole yard

Vice-President Ron Gold called an executive session at 2:15pm for ten minutes to discuss potential litigation 

The regular meeting reconvened at 2:24 pm 
Meeting Adjourned at 2:26 pm

__________________________


Karl Denison - President


__________________________


Ron Gold - Vice President







__________________________







Jack Janda –Secretary
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